
4TH LARGEST CITY IN NORTH AMERICA

26% OF CANADA’S BUSINESS HEADQUARTERS

A DIVERSE POPULATION WITH OVER 
51% FOREIGN-BORN

TWO AIRPORTS SERVING 200 GLOBAL 
DESTINATIONS IN 55 COUNTRIES

5 WORLD-RENOWNED UNIVERSITIES AND 
6 INTERNATIONALLY-RECOGNIZED COLLEGES

TECH IN TORONTO

MaRS Discovery District
MaRS Discovery District fuels global innovation in the heart of Toronto 
and is home to some of the country’s most successful financial and 
consumer technology companies.

The 1.5 million-square-foot space is home to 150 companies, providing 
6,000 people access to early-stage capital, cutting-edge research 
facilities, top tech talent and a network of advisors. 

MaRS also houses privately backed funds and tailored startup programs, 
working with more than 1,000 young, high-growth companies that have 
collectively generated a multi-billion dollar revenue.

A deep pool of talent and innovation has 
resulted in global technology companies 
taking notice. 

Third-largest tech sector 
in North America

14,000 companies and 
401,000 employees in 
the tech field

Over 65 business incubators 
and accelerators located here

22,500 new tech jobs added 
in 2015-2016 alone – 
more than New York & 
San Francisco

Approximately 4,000
active tech start-ups

TORONTO TECH BY THE NUMBERS

Toronto Start-ups:

WealthSimple
WattPad
Kik
Shopify
Hubba
Freshbooks

The top 5 international ICT 
firms all have Canadian 
headquarters in the 
Toronto Region:

IBM Canada 
Alphabet (Google)
HP Canada
Cisco Systems Canada
Microsoft Canada

INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATIONS 
TECHNOLOGY (ICT)



IN THE NEWS
Toronto has won the bid to host Collision, the fastest             
    growing technology conference in North America, in    
    2019, 2020 and 2021.

Alphabet’s Sidewalk Labs announced plans to develop   
    a high-tech living laboratory for solving urban problems on 
    Toronto’s waterfront.
   
Toronto is the only Canadian entry to make the short list of 20 
    cities in the final round of bidding to host Amazon.com Inc.’s 
    second headquarters.

Named the fastest growing tech market in North America by CBRE.

More than three-quarters of Fortune 500 tech companies have an 
    office in the Toronto Region.

Toronto was named the best city in the world for software 
    developers. (Tech-Thirty Report, CBRE Research)

Thomson Reuters opened the Toronto Technology Centre to house    
    their cognitive computing activities.

Uber is launching a research group affiliated with the University of 
    Toronto devoted to a driverless car technology, creating a third 
    hub—the first one outside the U.S.

Blockchain Institute is a multi-million dollar research institute that 
    launched in 2017 focusing on blockchain strategy, implementation 
    challenges and organizational transformations.

     @MeetInToronto
BusinessEventsToronto.com

Toronto has emerged as one of the fastest growing Tech markets in the world. 
Meetings in Toronto benefit from the ability to join the conversations that are happening here. 

ATTENDANCE BUILDING An appealing international destination, meetings also draw on the engaged tech community in 
the region and the innovation that is happening here. Also, with a large proportion of large global technology companies 
set up for business in Toronto, it provides a large pool of potential attendees.

SPONSORSHIP With more than 14,000 companies in the technology sector in the GTA, meetings can draw on this 
community and network for sponsorship opportunities

SPEAKERS Toronto is driving innovation in the ICT space and home to home to industry thought leaders to contribute to 
meetings as guest speakers and share what is new and next.

TORONTO IS A PLACE WHERE TECH 
COMPANIES COME TOGETHER TO SHARE 
WHAT’S NEW AND NEXT. TORONTO HAS 

PLAYED HOST TO MEETINGS FROM:

WHAT’S 
NEXTVSWHAT’S 

NOW

Vector Institute
The Vector Institute, led by the 
"godfather of AI",  Geoffrey Hinton is 
a not-for-profit institute focused on 
artificial intelligency research and 
commercialization. Researchers are 
building on a well-established and 
respected foundation of globally 

recognized talent and learning that exists in Toronto. 
Researchers are at the leading edge of deep learning 
and machine learning in a diverse set of areas, 
including neural networks, probabilistic models, 
statistical theory, computational biology, computer 
vision and natural language processing.


